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| OI 9 75 2 HE 3 roo the 
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8 1 1 | with ſo great Warmth, that 
WY 7% one can Hardly forbear think | 
W ing their Enemies have had 
ſome Share in fomentingy and heightnin 
the Diſpute. However, it is to be ho 

for their own Sakes, ind in order to . 
ations of thoſe who 


appoint the Exped 
would put us all into Confuſion ; they will 


recolle& themſel ves, and (as they agtee in 


the main) recover that Temper and Una- . 
nimity, which alone have enabled them to 
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| be uſeful and fignificant in Time paſt, and 
| wherein their Strength and Intereſt ' will 
always conſiſt. MON 


| c This is a Point of greater Importance, 
| - than the preſent Queſtion about the Seaſon 
I of applying for the Repeal of the Cos po- 

| ration and Teſt Acts. For whenever it 


may be thought proper to make the At- 
tempt, Unanimzity. muſt give Life and 
Strength to it, or. ĩt muſt fail, and come to 
nothing. And as the Diſſenters have for 
very good _ Reaſons, always proceeded in 
Affairs of a public k Nature; with Pru- 
dence and Caution, ſo it is hardly conceiy- 
able, if we conſider: the Intereſt and Incli- 
nation of ſuch a Body of Men, that they 
can unite in any Counſels that are raſh and 
hazardous, violent and deſperate. 
| The Corporation and Teſt Acts were in- 
| troduced in the Reign of Ring Charles II, 
| The former at a Time when the Church 
| Party were flll of. Reſentment, againſt the 
| | Diſſenters. The latter, when their. Rage was 
| very much ſpent, and they fry. Reiben to 
3 turn their Zeal againſt a more dangerous En- 
"Xt emy. The Fears of Popery were at a very 
| great Height, when the Bill to prevent the 
9 61 Dangers | that mad) happen From Hopiſb 
Necuſants: was brought into Parliament, 
with a Deſign to remove and exclude all 
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their Aim being to create a 


(IEA 5 1 | 

from Places of Vil and Truſt, who re- 

fuſed the Sacrament according to 'the Form | 

of the Church of England. | 
The Court indeed endeayoured to fave 

the Diſſenters, but with no good Intention; 


calouſy be- 


tween them and the Low Church; Which 


Was the only Strata 


paſſing of the 
fer Hard ſbi — 


aceept the 


m left to hinder the 


Bill. The Difienters plain- 
ly ſaw the Snare, and choſe rather to ſuf- 
from their Friends, chan to 


indneſs of an Enemy. And 


as it was then owned, that — Zeal a- 


nſt Popery and voluntary Submiſſion to 
ome Inconveniencies, for the Sake of gain- 


ing an Advantage againſt it, was laudable 
and falutary, ſo it ought to be remembred 
to their Honour, and be a aun mm 
ment in their Fayour. 

This Act there ſore in its firſt Riſe, muſt 


be Took'd upon 


as a Hardſhip upon the 


Diſſenters; and continues ſo, by depriv- 
ing them of a Capacity to ſerve their Prince 


and Country in any Office, Which, they 


apprehend they have done nothing to for- 
feit: It is likewiſe attended with miſchie- 
vous Conſequences to the:Publick- in di- 


vers Corporations, and Jays ſargrea 


cumbrance u 


— COTE will undertake it, if we ke 7 70 
8 © | © - 


83 


t an In- 


the Clergy of the Church 
of England; that having ſo many Ad van- 
tages on our Side, it is to be hoped tho 


5 3 


8 8 this Point, than at the Revolution. The 


bn involved in one common Calamity z were 
© equal Sufferers from the Invaſion of- their 


5 1 . 
take right Mee rd and a ft Seen 10 
induce them to it. 
On the other Hand, It muſt be od 
there are very great Difficulties i in the Way. 
For if the Bulk of the Nation, or the Ma- 
jority of thoſe who muſt determine the Af. 
fair, have not the fame Sentiments of it as 
we have; all the above mentioned Advanta- 
ges may ſignify little. If there is a Party 
much more numerous and weighty than the 
Diſſenters, with all their Friends, who are at 
eres reſolute and zealous againſt it, which 
think can hardly be queſtioned ; Does.it 
not evidently appear, that one great Point $0 
be laboured, is a right and ſuitable Applica- 
tion to gain greater Strength on our Side, 
and that a proper Seaſon is another impor- 
tant Circumſtance that ought to be regard- 
ed, whenever the Attempt is made? For 
to precipitate the Thing, and to miſcarry, 
would in all Probability ruin it for ever. 
And that there is great Difficulty in che 
Caſe, we need only appeal to Matters of 
Fact. There never was, neither in the 
Nature of Things could there ever hap» 
pen a more fayourable - Juncture to carry 


Church and Difſenters had juſt before been 


common Enemy; and under the moſt ter- 
| we e * * Religion, 


; 1 =? 


4 7 1 

| 4 and every valuable Enjoyment, 
Were devoted to Ruin. Such Circumſtan- 
ces of Diſtreſs ate apt in their own Na- 


ture to excite the ſofteſt Paſſion, and the 
ſtrongeſt Deſires of Union in the Breaſts 
of fellow Sufferers, which was at that time 
ſufficiently effected on both Sides. 
But when the Danger was oyer, all theſe 
; Ties of Friendſhip began to give way, tho' 
they ſeem'd to ariſe from the cleareſt View 
of the Neceſſity and Benefit of Union. 
The Clergy Ou to their former Jea- 
louſy, and rais'd a hat the Laws of 
England were not to. 8 changed. Tho' 
the King and en on the T hrene, to 
whom the Nation owed the greateſt De- 
_ liverance that ever Was, and were then 
ſenſible of it, were very zealous to accom- 
pliſh a 2 Union among their Prote- 
ſtant Subjects, yet the Church would not 
yield any conſiderable Point. A 7. dra: 
tion indeed was granted, and look'd u 
as a Performance of all paſt Promiſes. - 
when the Repeal of the Teſt came under 
Debate, the Church Party had ſo power- 
ful an "Influence, as te prevent the leaſt = 
Conceſſion, and ſoon let the Diſſenters 
| PE =. what they. FF. to N in 
that Matter. 
Tho the King 3 it from the 
TK and the 8 Oe; * 
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tho the Services the Diſſenters had lately 


every thing ſeemed to concur in their Fa- 
vour, is it not reaſonable to conclude; that 
at this Time, when many of thoſe fayonr- 
Thing is attended with very great Diff. 


Moderation and Candour, and become more 


Diſſenters grown more conſiderable than 


Froportion to the e of the Nation >; 


ä 8 
thoſe wiſe and brave Patriots that brought 


about the Revolution, and was the beſt 
Parliament King William ever met, and 


ſome of the leading Men in the Houſe of 
Commons were themſelves Diſſenters. Na 


done in Con junction with the Church, and 
the Promiſes they had received from them, 
might be thought a ſufficient Title to ſuch 
a Favour, yet nothing could be doh ; - by 
which it is very evident, that it is a Mat- 
ter of the utmoſt Drffieulty to get the 
Church to part with any Pyibilege or 
Prerogative, that is once _look'd upon as 
any Sort of Security to her. 

If the Diſſenters then could not gain 
this Point at that happy Juncture, When 


able Circumffances have ceas'd, that the 
culties. © Has the Church improved in 


di poſed to favour the Diffenters than they 
were about Forty Years ago? Or are the 


they were at the Revolution ? Are Gentle- 
men of Birth, Influence and Eftates ſo nu- 

merous among them at preſent, or in any 
reſpects are they ſo powerful; I mean in 


it 


% 


0 
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If not, it is very evident the Matter in 
Debate is not to be accompliſhed with that . 
Facility which ſome People imagine. Of 
It then there is ſo much Dithculty in 45 
the Thing itſelf, partly ariſing from the 
WStrength and Influence of the adverſe Par- 
ty, and partly from the ill Succeſs of the 
Attempt, . when it was. made with the 
greateſt Advantages that can be concaived, 
It appears to he a very. imprudent Step to 
fix upon a Time to make a new Attempr, 
that muſt render the Diſficulty ſtill much 
Woreater.: For the beſt Friends to the Cauſe 
of Liberty, muſt, in the preſent Juncture, 
either be intimidated, and can't appear 
hearty and zealous in this 'Cauſe, or elſo 
W riſque their Seats in Parliament at the next 
Election. For as there are few, or none, 
that are choſe by the diſſenting Intereſt 
ſolely, ſo there is ſcarce a Man but will 
diſoblige ſome of his Church Friends, and 
many more than he can hope to pre- 
ſerve by voting for the Diſſenters. , 42 
tho' we may flatter our ſelves, that the 
Cauſe of Liberty is better underſtood, and 
has more Adyocates now than fome Years 
ago, yet upon the beſt Enquiry I can 
make, there are few among the Low Church 
in Parliament, or out, that think of this 
Matter entirely as we do, Few that would 
/ run any Riſque to carry a Point, which apy 
PFws to them of ſo little Importance, and 
many, 


by | U 10.4 | . 
many. who are hearty Whigs in State AF 
fairs, yet look upon the Teſt-AZ, as. a 

roper Bulwark and Security of the Eſta- 

liſh'd Church, fr 6 
The inevitable Conſequence therefore of 
making the Attempt, till ſome previous 


Steps are taken to diſpoſe and prepare the 
Whigs more generally for it, is to diyide 
the Whigs among themſelves, to alienate. 
ſome who are diſpos'd to join with them, 
and to create ſtrong Jealouſy between the 
Low Church and Dillenters. All which 
can't fail of producing ſuch Advantages to 
the Tories, as no Friend to Liber), and 
eſpecially no ls te can be pleas'd to 
ſee. A Tory Parliament muſt enſue, npon 
which the Spirit of Bzgotry and Lo (eat 
tion, the Life and Soul of that Party 
would ſoon revive, and introduce a very 
melancholy Alteration of Aﬀairs.  _ _ 
If any Diſſenter can put the * 22 | 
tion of 'a Tory Parliament with Indif= 
ference, Which I hope is not the Caſe; 
he muſt have forgot the Principles and 
Practices of that Party; a long Courſe of 
Liberty and Tranquility which we owe to 
the preſent Adminiſtration, muſt have de- 
faced former Impreſſions, But can any be 
fo weak as to expect, that Men of the fame 
Principles with thoſe that laid on the Cor- 
poration Acts, and who made it neceſſary 
do inchude the Difleaters in the Tet AZ, 
. 9 "I | 751 * Wi 
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r 
will eyer in good earneſt think of remoying 
theſe Burdens. And if we expect nothing 
from them, why ſhould we ruſh into Mea- 


ſures, the moſt agreeable and ad vantageous 


to them we can poſſibly take 
If we think they are altered, we ſhould 


weak a Foundation for ſo great a Truſt. 
Let us judge by their Meaſures and Pro- 


ceedings, which have occurred within our 


own Memory, and which ought to deter- 
mine us, till we can produce ſome contrary 
Facts to put in the Ballance. Don't we 
remember when the glorious Revolution 
was upon the Point of being accompliſhed, 
they endeavour'd. to perplex and unraycl 
the whole Scheme; who when they ſaw 
the amazing Succeſs of our immortal Hero, 
began to relent towards the Tyrant, and 
were: for returning. to 


envied the Diſſenters the leaſt Benefit of 
that Work, grudg'd them the Toleration, 


and rendered the Heſign of uniting all Pro- 


teſtants fruitleſs and abortive. Can we for- 
pet how they continned to diſtreſs that 
brave and wile Prince throughout his whole 
Reign, upon no Account more, than be- 
cauſe he would not indulge their Thirſt of 


Veſſecutiou and Revenge. And can we 
think they would not purſue the {ame 


Meaſures 


produce the moſt ſolid arid ſubſtantial Proof. 
Their Pretenſions and Promiles are too 


ian Bondage ; 
and when all their impotent Struggles fail'd, 


B“ 3 

Meaſures again, if it was in their Power, 
and be glad of our Aſſiſtance to raiſe them 
to a Condition to diſtreſs ſuch another 
Prince and Patron of Liberty ? © 
By the Steddineſs of that excellent Prince 
we enjoyed great Liberty and Tranquillity 
during his Reign, but very vigorous Ats 


tempts were made in the next, to deprive 


us of thoſe” Bleſfings. We know by what 
kind Influence the Hand of Heaven kept 
us out of their Power for ſeveral Years; 
but when that Influence was removed, and 
they had paved the Way, by crying up the 


Danger of the Church, they ſhewed that 


her Safety, and their own Eſtabliſhment 


required ſome penal and ſanguinary Laws 


pointed againſt the Diſſenters, whom they 
ever did, and always will look upon, as 
their implacable Enemies. They are blind 
therefare,' who do not ice, that when they 
prevail, we maſt be the Sacrifice: And if 
we are reſolved to divide, and weaken the 
Hands of our Friends, nothing but Miracle 
can fave us harmleſs. _ * I 
When they got the Power entirely into 
their Hands, to what End did they employ 


it? Can any of us forget that the grand 
Deſign was utterly to extirpate the Cauſe 


of Liberty, and all its Friends. This'could 
not be preſently accompliſhed, but they 


did not forget to give us ſome previous 
Taſts of what was preparing. The Bill to 


prevent, 


„1 


pievent Occaſional Gon F208 was the Be- 
ginning of their tender Regard to ſcrupu- 
_ tous Conſe iences.. - Here they ſtopt for 
ſome time, being much more intent, as 1 
ſaid before, pe a Scheme that ſhould in- 


yolve all the Friends of Liberty in one com- 


mon Ruin. This was 7 promoted by a 
ſcandalous. Peace; an 


if that was. not e- 
nough, by negotiating a Deſign, to ſet aſide 
the Proteſtant... Succeſſion ; at the {ame 


time to keep. the Party every where in 


Heart, and to ſhe as far as was ; conve- 
nient, their principal View; a Bill was 
brought. 3 in and paſt, to deprive .. us of one 
of the moſt eſſential Rights of Human Na- 


ture, and in a Manner to Wel all our 
Poſterity. 8 9 

I wiſh, cyery Dillenter N. apprehends 
no Danger by gratify ing his Enemies, and 
weakning his Friends, would p auſe a little, 
and reflect on theſe Things, and at the fame 
time confider,yhether ſome of the indivi- 
dual Men who were deeply concerned in 
the dark Progeedings of that Day, are not 
ſtill the Fauourites of the whole Party, 


their Adviſers and Ma anagers;; and whe- 


ther they do nat exert themſclves with all 
poſſible Aſſiduity and Zeal, to retard, to 


855 and to SO all. 12 W of 
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[C14 ] | 
which we muſt be, if we proceed in the 
Matter before us, as ſome have adviſed. 


But ſome will be apt to ſay, what haye 


the Whigs done for us, we have always 


; Joined with them, and what are we the 


| 


and acknowledged. 


better. It is true, we have always Join'd 
with them, and have wiſely conſulted our 


ntereſt in ſo doing. If we have not reap- 
ed all the good Effects we might have ex- 
pected, we have however reaped ſome, and 
| Thoſe of the greateſt Conſequence, and have 


eſcaped innumerable Exils that mut e 
attended the contrary Courſe. 


Let it only be conſidered whethad en 


not fo weak in our ſelves, and have ſuch po- 
tent Enemies in the Nation, that it may juſt= 
ly be ſuppoſed, the Whigs bare ei Blige 


all for us They would have done, merely. for 


Want of Power. This is no unreaſonable 
Suppoſition it is an Unhappinels to which 
the weak Parties in evety Nation will 


ſometimes neceſſarily be expos d; it is what 
the Diſſenters in former Times have ſeen 
The Caſe before us is 


a plain Inftance ; for how came the Pro- 
teſtant Difſenters to be included in tlie 
Teſt-Act? not from the Intention of the 


Court, nor from Want of Favour in the 


Whigs, but merely from the Strength ot 
he adyerſe Party, by which the Diſſen- 


ters then ſaw the Neceſſity of ſubmitting 
a leſs Inconyenience, in order to avoid 


A 


8 L 1 

a greater; Which will always be reckoned | 
one Point of Prudence. 4 

"And if the Whigs haye attempted _ more 

and greater Things in our Favour than they 

were able to accompliſh. We ought not 

in Prudence or Juſtice to complain. They 

endeavoured ſoon after the Revolution to 


lots in the Church were too hard for them. 
They brought in and paſt the Act of To- 
leration, and would have repealed the Teſt, 
but the adverſe Party defeated the Deſign, 
and for a great Part of that they Rei 
wanted Power not only to ſerve us, 
themſelves and their great Benefactor. Only 
one Thing they carried, in Which we were 
equally concerned, and that was the Pro- 
zeſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanever, 
which I cannot, but hope, will always 
ive them a | in. our Eyes to the 
| 1 * that with their utmoſt Teal por d 


Me ſome p part of the Gaceeeding, Reign, 
and ſucceſsfully oppos'd the 
988 Wan ttempts to — 4 the Dif- 
ſenters, when the Tories Were mad againſt 
ew They neh fur endeavoured E 
umble the Cl 1 
were baffled in * 11 ayers 
thrown by ftrait Matters too far. It 
Was n a plain 3 chat their 


introduce a Comprehenſion, but the Zea- 


rr 
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 * Factioation to Gr ſometimes gone 
beyond their Power, Which can never hap- 


pen without manifeſt Detriment to them 
and us. This Thought alone is enough to 
ut us 9 7 taking the moſt prudent and 
utious Methods in all Proceedings Where 
in we deſire their Aſſiſtance, and upon chu- 
ſing the fitteſt Seaſons, and ſuch as are leaſt 


| hazardous. 


When the Proteſtant Succeſſion thicugh 
the miraculous Conduct of Proyidence took. 
Place. The Diffenters ſoon felt tlie Fury 
of a diſappointed Faction. The Whigs en- 


deavoured to defend them, and at length 


by a Law, and exemplary Puniſhment, 
ſtruck ſuch a Terror into their Adwer⸗ 
faries, that they have never dared to inſult 
ou ſince... The Intrigues of the Tories 

ing baffled broke out in open Rebellion. 


An Inftance never to be forgot” of their 


real Regard.to our Laws, Liberty and Re- 
ligion, which can't ſurely be cancelled by 
ſome occaſional Pretences that are born and 
die with a preſent Purpoſe. Not long af- 
ter the Suppreſſion of this Rebellion, | the 


two Att paſt in the late Reign; one to 
prevent occaſional Conformity, the other 


the Growth of Schiſm, were repealed, by 
which the Diſſenters were put upon the 


ſame Footing as they W were BPOY, 23 ts 
Revolution. e : | 
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n they have continued eve 


5 Ta this Situntio 
1 


quillity as ever was known, with great Ap- 
pearance of Satisfaction among themſelves, 


mut at Zi uverpaol, which ſoon ſpread to 
Briſtol; about the great Hardſhip of the 


geſtions it aroſe, I will not enquire, but 
the great Warmth and Eagerneſs with 
which the Affair has been urged in Town 


and Country, and the mean Artifices that 


toms. . - | | SE, | 
Caution and Moderation are the moſt 
natural, and the ſureſt Guides in all ſuch 


are aware of. It can never be prudent, in 
my humble Opinion, for 10 weak a Body 
as the Diſſenters, I mean weak in Compari- 
ſon of their Friendt, and much more weak 
in Compariſon of their Ene mies, raſhly to 
irritate and provoke one or the other. But 
to make the Attempt in the preſent Junc- 
ture ſeems to have a more | gloomy and ma- 
lignant Influence, viz. to exaſperate our 
Friends, and to, gratify our Enemies both, 
and what is to be put in the Balance, I 
don't kno x. 70 Ah tha 


nee, enjoy ing as much Liberty and Tran- 


and without being moleſted from any Quar- 
ter, till laſt Year there aroſe a great Mur- 


Teft Af. From what Motive and Sug- 
have been uſed, are but untoward Symp- 


Caſes, and without . theſe we may plunge 
into much 2 Difnioulties than ſome 
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1 would have been regular, at leaft, ta 
begin the Attempt at the Beg inning, of a 
new Parliament, when we might make a 
fair Trial, without expoſing ourſelves or 
our Friends, but to make our firſt Eſſay 
ſo ſuddenly, after Fourteen Years Ceflati- 
on of all Talk about it, and at a time 
which can hardly be underftood to be chole, 
without ned of Anger and manga, 

on our parts, is a Way n 
uſual, and, I think, very e 6 to 
the Diſſenters, and not at all likely to en- 
gage the Favour that is 3 necei- 
ſlary to ſucceed. | 
It has been ſaid, if I miſtake not, That 
the Repeal of the occaſional Conformity 
and Schifm Acts, was obtained at 'fuch @ 
Juncture, and in ſuch a Manner. But I 
muſt beg Leave to be of another Opinion, 
neither can I ſee how that Affair can be 
drawn for a Parallel in any reſpect with 
this. Not in the Subſtance of the Thing, 
for thoſe Bills deprived us of our religions 
_ Liberty only; or at leaft Liberty unattend- 
ed with Power, and the Repeal only re- 
ſtored us to our former Condition, and the 
Rights we loſt for our Attachment to the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion. The Repeal of the 
. Teſi opens a Door, and admits us, as far as 
Law can do, into a Share of Power, Emi 
uence and Authority. This gives the 
"om and . a Zee which in 
other 


3 2 


theſe Acts was not 5: org 1g till. after 


the Biſhops 
ted for it 
for the Repeal of the Teft ; and further it 
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bb wit nor; and as the Difficulty u 


on. this Account is greater, ſo it i 5 to 
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